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NEW COURSES OF STUDY FOR MINISTERS AND LAYMEN 

The subject of missions becomes each year more pressing in its claims 
upon the attention of the Christian minister. As foreign countries become 
more accessible and foreign people more friendly toward western civilization, 
the old problems in missionary work change their character, but become 
even more urgent for solution than before. Educational activities in the 
far East have developed a new understanding of so-called "heathen peoples " 
and a new spirit in missions, demanding new' methods and new knowledge. 

With a view to assisting ministers and laymen to acquaint themselves 
with these situations and problems, the Institute has prepared a reading 
course on Modern Missions. The books are among the most valuable and 
readable of those recently published, and with them are furnished written 
reviews of them and practical topics for discussion. These reviews and 
topics are prepared by Dr. A. K. Parker, Professorial Lecturer on Modern 
Missions in the Divinity School of the University of Chicago. Fuller in- 
formation will be furnished on application to the Institute. 

This course or the course arranged last year by Professor Gerald B. Smith 
upon Modern Phases of Theological Thought would form an admirable basis 
for the work of a minister's club. A number of clubs and associations have 
already found the latter course of great interest. 

Although the books of this course were selected with the minister in 
mind, women's missionary societies could hardly find a better programme 
for their winter's work than the reading of this list of books under the 
guidance of the Institute, and the discussion at their missionary meetings 
of the topics suggested in the reviews. 

The material of either course may be secured by a subscription to the 
Biblical World made through the office of the Institute or the payment of 
one dollar as a membership fee. 

A serious problem confronts the minister who wishes to conduct the 
most profitable Bible study among his people, namely, the choice between 
courses of study which will give his classes a knowledge of the facts of the 
history and biography contained in the Bible, and courses which will more 
directly add to the efficiency of his people as practical Christians, and will 
develop a deeper and more spiritual religious life. Undoubtedly neither 
of these two classes of work is exclusive of the other. A good course in 
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either field will produce results in both, but there are times and circum- 
stances in which one or the other needs special emphasis. 

The popular courses of the Institute have for many years and with good 
reason, in view of the prevailing ignorance of the Bible, emphasized the 
historical study of the Bible. Two new courses of unusual interest, which 
indicate a new direction, have just been issued. 

The first is a course on the Social and Ethical Teaching 0] Jesus. It 
appeals to all who wish to study the teaching of Jesus in its relation to 
modern social and moral problems. The themes are as follows: (1) The 
sources of the teaching of Jesus; (2) The character of God as a basis of 
morality; (3) The highest good according to the teaching of Jesus; (4) Sin 
and punishment; (5) Repentance, forgiveness, and faith; (6) Brotherhood 
through sonship; (7) The family; (8) Wealth and the state; (9) Practical 
questions concerning modern life. 

Each month's work is introduced by a preview and followed by topics 
for discussion and review questions. Some of the practical topics are as 
follows: An inquiry into the relation of the working classes to the church, 
and the church's responsibility to the working classes. What are the 
divorce laws of your state ? What moral questions are involved in thrift, 
the habit of saving ? What is the responsibility of the state to ex-convicts ? 
How far does the state undertake to regulate the morals of its citizens ? 

The study of this course by groups of men, young or old, would lead 
to a more intelligent handling of problems connected with civic, political, 
and social life and an increase in the influence of the church in the modern 
world. The lack of courses appealing expressly to men has been great. 

The second new course, The Universal Element in the Psalter, is intended 
to be of special assistance in fostering the distinctively religious spirit. Its 
topics suggest the inspiration which comes from studying the deep religious 
experience of others. They are (1) The cry of the psalmist; (2) The trial 
and triumph of faith; (3) Longing for communion with God; (4) Songs of 
assurance and hope; (5) Songs of praise. 

This is a course which will supply a need which has existed for Bible 
study, which, while based upon scholarly work, is at the same time such as 
to provide food for meditation and deeper Christian experience. 

In order to make it possible for a pastor to conduct and to keep a record 
of the Bible study of many individuals in his congregation, without neces- 
sarily forming a class, the Institute has arranged a very convenient form 
of report which can be dropped into a receptacle at the church at the Sunday 
service and recorded at a convenient time by the pastor or an assistant. 

The Institute may be addressed at the University of Chicago. 



